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RIDING

Sessions currently take place with individual riders on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, with
group rides on Thursday and Friday afternoons and with individual riders on Saturday and
Sunday mornings.

Caspa, the Caspian, who has been purchased especially for hippotherapy work with tiny children
made a special entrance at Cruckton Hall School the week before the Easter holidays. He was
invited along to their Assembly by the Principal Mr Paul Mayhew and actually ended up attending
two assemblies, one for the older boys in the Drama Hall and the other for the Juniors in their
classroom. He behaved impeccably throughout and has been invited back to help with delivering
the Equine Experiential Learning Programme which will be trialled next term.

Saturday Hippotherapy

Hippotherapy (Horse Assisted Physiotherapy) is in full swing on Saturday mornings led by Lynne
Munro, Physiotherapist and Jane Barker RDASI. Ten children with a disability are making great
progress with balance and co-ordination activities on the ponies. A team of eight young people
are working towards a Hippotherapy Assistant qualification. This is a unique, innovative
programme which enables the young people to become competent in assisting the children to
maximise their ability on horseback, and to learn life skills for themselves.

VAULTING

The Perry vaulters turned out in full to take advantage of an opportunity to practice with the
vaulting team from Scotland when they visited en route for an international competition in France.
Everyone had a great time and really enjoyed being challenged by working with different horses.

Thanks to a funding application put together by Sam, for the next three terms the Group will be
able to offer an ‘Out of School Vaulting Opportunity’ for Corbet School children who want have a
go at vaulting at minimum cost. It is hoped that there will be transport provided to and from the
school.



DRIVING

Every effort is being made to encourage new people to join our driving groups, both Wednesday
and Friday mornings. Lizzie Lawrence has organised some extra training to take place during the
Easter holidays at Lower House, Llanymynech and this opportunity has been taken up by 6 of the
Perry Group Driving volunteers amongst others

FUND RAISING

A fine evening was enjoyed Carol Singing just before Christmas in Montford Bridge
with Suzanne and David Evans our generous hosts. We can’t have sung too badly
as there was over £100 in the collecting box at the end of the evening!

The Year Long Big Raffle which was drawn at the very successful Christmas Lunch
raised in the region of £2,000

The Strictly Come Dancing With Horses event at Walford on April 5" was great fun
with very satisfied spectators and display riders alike. Ricky Balshaw made a brilliant
commentator and he brought along his Paralympic Silver medal as well as George,
the horse on which he won the medal. The event will raise over £3,000 when the
totals are all in. Thank you to all our helpers for their input with the raffle, the
refreshments, ticket selling, putting out and away of chairs, arena boards etc. We
were all delighted when John turned out to be the very worthy winner of the Hamper
donated by the Bicton Cooperative Store. He works very hard for the group and has
never won a hamper before apparently.

The next major event will be the Perry Dressage Show on Sunday 5" July. Volunteer stewards,
scorers, tea makers, etc., will be needed. A sheet will go up on the board in the RDA Hut nearer
the time.
PLUS

PLEASE HAVE A “SPRING CLEAN” plea from Lynne Munro
Funds are being raised for the Saturday Horse Assisted Physiotherapy sessions (Hippotherapy)
for children with a disability at Perry Cottage, Yeaton.

Could you please have a “Spring Clean” and find some items that | can “Boot Sale” in May?
Books, ornaments, clothes, CDs, DVDs and Videos for example.

Please leave bags of items at Perry Cottage with Jane Barker, at the Glebe Centre in Wellington
or phone me on 01588 673257.

Thank you on behalf of the children who have fun on the ponies.

For those of you who might ask what the Group does with all the money that is raised at these
events, may we suggest that you come along to our Annual General Meeting at the end of May
when the Treasurer’'s Report details all income and expenditure? Quite a lot of the surplus funds
are being diverted into a designated account for the project to build a new riding, driving and
vaulting centre for Shropshire. A Feasibility Study comparing two possible venues has just been
completed and will be presented to Group Trustees at the end of April. A Business Plan has been
commissioned and once all paperwork is received and a decision has been arrived at by the
Trustees, a Presentation will be made to a General Meeting to put everyone in the picture.



VOLUNTEERS

Interested Volunteers are warmly invited along to view a session and meet our members.
Detailed is a list of Committee members, everyone is very friendly and helpful and if you
need to know anything, please ask. We are only too willing to include you on the fund-raising
sub committee, or onto our volunteer training programmes — Instructor training/AB Whip
training/First Aid and Child Protection courses are currently covered.
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BIRTHDAYS
MAY

Joy Dolton and Lynne McKissick, 3¢ Lindsey Green 18" Pam Ward and Emily Swatman 19",
Colin Clorley 21%, Denny Johnson 28™ Jill Harrison and Jaqueline Holyoake 31%,

JUNE

Lizzie Lawrence 1%, Christine Wright 3", Jake Farlie 7", Gill Stockton and Alison Smith 14™,
JULY

Jenny Ekstein 12", Nick F Jones 14", Margaret Green and Sue Heard 22™, Howard Pentith 23"
Angus Hannagan 26™,

Lydia Beamond has just started riding with the
Group on a Sunday morning. Having been
critically ill this time last year, she and her
parents are thrilled to be back in contact with
horses




